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April-July 2016 

Sometimes you just have to wait. A new wine tastes OK, but to create a really fine 
wine you have to give it a few years. And so it is with stories. A fresh young story may 
be exciting, but is it smooth? Is it full of those alluring scents that make every page a 
delight to the reader? Is it rich and satisfying? I certainly know that in my own case I 
have to let the words ‘mature’. I have to give it time and then come back and re-read, 
and only then do I start to see how to add those artistic touches that give real life to 
what would otherwise be dry words. Of course we all need a good story to tell, but 
that simply isn’t enough; we have to tell that story in a can’t-put-it-down sort of a 
way. I have just finished reading a really great book by a non-mainstream published 
author, and I can honestly say that I didn’t want to put it down. It wasn’t the story 
itself; that in my opinion was pretty ordinary. It wasn’t the use of language; a lot of 
that wasn’t to my taste at all. It was the fact that each paragraph was peppered with 
delightful character insights, making it easy for the reader to identify with every one 
of the principal players – even the frankly evil ones. I’m pretty sure that a fair amount 
of maturing had gone on before the raw idea of the story, the setting and the charac-
ters was able to develop into the excellent piece of prose that it eventually became. 

 

All of this means of course that we can have the most amazing storyline in the world 
and yet not come up with the book that the story deserves. The art of greatness is in 
the detail. Sometimes I have re-read my own words and thought: how could I have 
made such an interesting tale so mind-numbingly boring to read? Answer: because I 
never spent enough time maturing the words and getting them just right, spicing my 
sentences with delicious bursts of flavour. When you get it right it feels amazing – but 
it sure ain’t easy! 

 

Nick Thom 
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President’s Page 

This year sees our twelfth book festival and our eleventh year in existence.  I had no 

idea when we began that New Writers UK would see as many members as it has 

over the years and would continue for so long.  

 Over time we have seen many members receive awards, get their work into 

print, appear on radio and television, present workshops in schools, attending book 

signings and give talks.  Very little of this would have happened when we first began 

and it has been a wonderfully positive progress since those days. 

 I would not claim that New Writers UK has brought about this change but I do 

believe that we may have contributed to bringing down the outdated and obsolete 

view that if you’re not mainstream published, you’re obviously not a good enough 

writer to be worthwhile reading. 

 I confess I have not read all the books by our members; I’ve been too busy car-

rying out the tasks involved in maintaining the group, organising events, chasing 

funding and, in fact, trying to squeeze in a little time between my normal work du-

ties, family life etc. to get a little writing done myself.  However, I do know that many 

of the books I have read, or sampled, have been great reads and I hope to read more 

of them now that I no longer have a day job.   Yes, I have finally retired from my 

council job but that doesn’t mean I will be a lady of leisure.  I have no idea what one 

of those does and I certainly don’t want to be one! 

 No longer being employed means I will have more time to dedicate to my fami-

ly and to catching up with tasks for New Writers UK that I have been unable to keep 

up with previously e.g. sorting out any broken links on the website and teaching my-

self more about the technicalities of running it. 

 Once again, there are plenty of events running this year that we are in-

volved in and all members are welcome; some may be limited though, so the sooner 

you let me know the better.  I know many of you don’t live in our base area but tell 

us about events you are attending and we can advertise your appearance.  Tell us 

about radio or television interviews or any studio time you might have and we’ll pro-

mote that too 
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The more promotion you have for your writing and your books, the more people will 

know about you. 

 Writing books and getting the public to know about them is not always easy.  Some 

members have found new and innovative ways to promote and sometimes at quite a fi-

nancial cost which is not always possible for some members, so let us know what we can 

do to help you. 

Best wishes to everyone 
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to NWUK member, Maria Dziedzan on being one of four finalists in the Historical Novel Society Awards 

2016.  The other three nominees are Alison Morton "Aurelia", Lucienne Boyce "Bloodie Bones" and Barbara 

Sjoholm "Fossil Island". 

 

The Winner and Runner Up will be judged and announced by Anna Belfrage (author and winner 2015) and 

James Aitcheson (author and historian) at the Oxford HNS Conference in September 2016. 
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   THE DAVID EBSWORTH NEWSLETTER! 

A newsletter to keep friends, family and supporters in the loop.          April 2016, Issue #49   

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Hello and welcome to the April edition of the newsletter! 

Also, I’m hoping that my Napoleonic, Zulu War and Jacobites readers will forgive me (I’ll bring you up-to-

date on some of those things next time) if I focus mainly on the two new books and next month’s Wrexham 

Carnival of Words for this edition of the newsletter. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Wrexham Carnival of Words 

And let’s start with this one – particularly for anybody within striking distance of Wrexham. A great line-up 

of events detailed here, at…  www.wrexhamcarnivalofwords.com.  

Not-to-be-missed performances by Clare Mackintosh, Martin Edwards, Anthony McGowan, Marie Anne 

Cope, Andy Seed, Jasper Fforde and Aled Lewis Evans, plus a Literary Bus Tour, Poetry Relay, Storytellers’ 

Relay, Images and Words exhibition, celebration of the poetry of R.S. Thomas, the Wrexham Workers’ Po-

em, sports personalities, loads of schools activities – a very packed, fun and exciting week! Saturday 7th 

May until Saturday 14th May.  But, for historical fiction fans (or anybody who simply loves really good enter-

tainment, for that matter!), here are some of my own favourite highlights with the links where you can book 

places through Eventbrite… 

Monday 9th May, 7.00pm – Saith Seren pub, Wrexham. Author Robert Low does a brilliant gig about Vikings 

(for all fans of Ragnar Lothbrok!). https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/ragnar-in-wrexham-tickets-23121919283  

Wednesday 11th May, 1.00pm – Wrexham Library. Best-selling author, Anne O’Brien talks about the Revela-

tions of a Medieval Queen. https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/revelations-of-a-medieval-queen-tickets-

23122331516  

Wednesday 11th May, 6.00pm – Wrexham Library. Our good friend Lucienne Boyce talks about the role of 

North Wales suffragettes and their fight for women’s votes.   https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/an-evening-

with-lucienne-boyce-tickets-23122899214  

Friday 13th May, 7.00pm – Glyndŵr University (Main Entrance). Wrexham Carnival of Words Historical Fic-

tion Night. I’ll be trying to keep some order as several feisty authors tear each other apart in a “My Era’s 

Better Than Yours” contest, which promises to be even more bloody that last year’s memorable event. Not 

for the weak-hearted – but featuring brilliant authors, Marina Fiorato, Alison Morton, Lizy Buchan and E.M. 

Powell! And that’s all followed by a fabulous evening with the inestimable Lindsey Davis. Details here… 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/historical-fiction-night-tickets-23123768815  

So, if you’re anywhere near Wrexham, please support some or all of these events. Book your places now! 

The Carnival is a real community-based initiative, not-for-profit, that aims to promote reading and writing, 

and to celebrate our love for books and poetry. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Book Launch – The Song-Sayer’s Lament 

Saturday 30th April, 1.00pm – Wrexham Library. The big launch party! We’ll be at the Library from 1.00pm 

onwards to dazzle you with some tales of 6th Century Britain. Well, I’ve got this little show now that’s enti-

tled, The Only Four Things We (Might) Know About Britain’s Missing Sixth Century, 500-600 AD. It’s neat! 
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   Some light refreshments and maybe a spot of something a bit stronger. No heather beer though, I’m afraid. 

Everybody’s welcome but just let me know if you’ll be there. 

Meanwhile, here’s the final blurb from the back cover… 

In the lands once named Britannia by the Empire and its vanished Legions, the Oak Seers’ song-sayers still 

weave their words into the lore by which everyday life is ordered, into the myths and sagas of hero-tales, 

and into the very fates that will determine whether the years ahead shall be bathed in shining light or 

plunged into a terrible darkness. 

In his fifth novel, David Ebsworth brings to life the stories of young warlord, Ambros Skyhound, and the 

blind song-sayer, Morgose, told through the words of teacher and mentor, Meridden of Sea Fort. 

“David Ebsworth takes you into the 6th Century with flawless ease.” (Helen Hollick: The Pendragon’s Banner 

Trilogy) 

“A detailed re-imagining of post-Roman Britain in a tale of warlord rivalry, betrayal, plague, heartbreak and 

famine.” (Alison Morton, author of the acclaimed Roma Nova series)  

“David Ebsworth has woven a rich, glorious, intricate tapestry of the time we know of as the Dark Ages, 

With echoes of Rosemary Sutcliff’s magnificent Sword at Sunset and Mary Stewart’s, Crystal Cave series, this 

is at once a fast, fierce tale of the old gods versus the new, of old politics and honour replaced by venal ex-

pediency - and of humanity in the face of implacable disease as the first great plague swept through. It’s 

steeped in authenticity and heart. I loved it!” (Manda Scott, author of the bestselling Boudica series and Into 

the Fire)  

My special thanks to Helen, Alison and Manda for their lovely endorsements. The novel will be on sale from 

1st May (paperback and e-book), so watch out for it. And, as always, reviews are very welcome! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The Spanish Civil War and Telford’s Odyssey 

Chapter Eighteen is just finished and has taken me into some new areas of research – the siege of Madrid 

during the Spanish Civil War. With Franco’s insurrection in July 1937, there were a few days of intense 

fighting, and some gruesome events at the Montaña Barracks and Modelo Prison. But once those first fas-

cist attacks were repelled, Franco gave up the idea of a direct assault on the city until November of that 

year. From then until the conflict’s bitter end, in March 1939, Madrid was under constant siege, with Fran-

co’s forces holding a salient almost into the centre, through the University Campus, and able to shell or 

bomb the defenders, virtually on a daily basis and with impunity. And that’s the scenario in which Jack Tel-

ford finds himself at the end of 1938. The International Brigades have all been withdrawn now, and Franco’s 

Fifth Columnists inside Madrid are starting to sense that things are going their way, becoming bolder again. 

It’s a dangerous place to be. And Jack has the habit of making the deadliest of enemies – from the most un-

likely quarters! 

So, all going according to schedule. We’ll be in Burgos and Pamplona in May, and then on the Camino de 

Santiago while, in June, we’ve got a few days in Madrid itself – all to check out the locations. The first draft 

should then be finished around September, and estimated publication date will be May 2017. 

If anybody’s got any questions, let me know! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

DATES for DIARIES 
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   Friday 1st – Sunday 3rd April (Various Times) – I’ll be taking part in a project through which the Wrexham 

Writers Group will attempt to write, edit, publish and market, all in a single weekend, a compilation of 

Wrexham-related stories, poems and illustrations. It’s all part of a “Get Creative” initiative organised by BBC 

Cymru Wales, Arts Council Wales and What Next? If you want to take part, let me know. For my own part, 

I’ve submitted a short story called Ten Minutes – which tells the fateful story of Flight Lieutenant David Lord 

V.C. during the Arnhem Campaign. A plaque in his memory is located in St Mary’s Cathedral, Wrexham and 

a plaque can still be seen on the house where the family lived in Cilcen Grove, Acton (Wrexham). 

Friday 15th April, 6.30pm – (Provisional) Gwersyllt Community Resource Centre, Wrexham, LL11 4ED: To 

commemorate the 270th anniversary of the Battle of Culloden, there’ll be a free showing of Brian Blessed’s 

1994 film, Chasing The Deer, and I’ll be giving a chat on Ten Things You (Almost Certainly) Didn’t Know 

About The Jacobites.  

Monday 18th April, 8.30pm – Mersey Radio, I’ll be doing an interview with historian and broadcaster, Frank 

Carlyle, about 6th Century Britain and The Song-Sayer’s Lament. 

Sunday 24th April, 8.00pm – 10.00pm – Mersey Radio again! But this time to chat with broadcaster, Tony 

Higginson, about some of my favourite music, as well as the books, of course!! 

Thursday 27th April, 7.00pm – Write Blend Bookstore, 124 South Road, Waterloo, Merseyside: As part of 

the store’s Blend of Words Festival, I’m invited to give a second talk, this time on the Spanish Civil War in 

popular literature and Five Stories about the conflict’s background that you’ve probably not come across 

before. Should be a great night! And here’s the Facebook page for the event… https://www.facebook.com/

events/234493940217276/  

Sunday 8th May, 12.00 noon onwards – Eagles Meadow, Wrexham. As part of this year’s Wrexham Carnival 

of Words, I’ll be one of the storytellers for that afternoon’s entertainment. Here’s the link… http://

wrexhamcarnivalofwords.com/storytellers-relay/  

Thursday 12th May, 7.00pm – Plas Power Café Gallery, Southsea, Wrexham LL11 5SZ: Stranger Than Fiction. 

As part of this year’s Carnival of Words, I’ll be telling some tall but true tales to show that fact is, often, very 

much stranger than fiction – William the Conqueror’s Terrible End; the Wreck of the Titan; Easy Eddie’s Con-

science; and the heroism of Butch O’Hare – with maybe a few more thrown in besides. To book places, 

please contact Ian or Jonathan at plaspoweradventures@hotmail.co.uk  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

THE BIG QUESTION 

This is the feature I started recently - a chance for newsletter subscribers to get their own queries an-

swered. Each month, you can ask me just about anything you want by “replying” to this e-mail. I’ll publish 

the most challenging question in the following month’s edition (as well as the answer, of course) and also 

send the lucky winner a free eBook version of any of my books.  

So, this month’s question? Jamie Bimpson, in Sunderland, has asked what I’m reading at the moment. Good 

one! He’ll be sorry he asked though because, to be honest, with the Carnival of Words “My Era Is Better 

Than Yours” event coming up (and since I’m chairing the panel session), I decided it was time to catch up 

with some of the authors who’ll be on the panel. So here’s a brief “review” of their books that I’ve been 

working through over the past couple of months… 

Marina Fiorato’s The Double Life of Mistress Kit Kavanagh: Brilliant. Stunning cover! The tale of a woman 

whose husband is pressed into the Marlborough’s English army and disguises herself as a soldier (based on 

a true story, of course), so she can follow him. Kit’s development as a protagonist is exquisite, with lots of 
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   surprises, twists and turns. Read more super reviews here… http://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B00PW4O1P4/

ref=dp-kindle-redirect?_encoding=UTF8&btkr=1 

Elizabeth Buchan’s I Can’t Begin To Tell You: Loved it! After her fabulous Light of the Moon, Lizy returns to 

the world of women in the Second World War’s resistance, but this time told through the eyes of British-

born Kay Eberstern in Nazi occupied Denmark. Mix in the stories of the code-breakers upon whom Kay’s life 

depends, the spies with whom she works, and some beautifully written family and personal complications – 

and this becomes a real page-turner. Link…  

http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/0718158008/ref=as_li_tl?

ie=UTF8&camp=1634&creative=19450&creativeASIN=0718158008&linkCode=as2&tag=elizabucha-

21&linkId=M5HSTNGGT5ATDRT6 

Alison Morton’s Aurelia: This was the fourth in Alison’s Roma Nova series, classed as alternative history alt-

hough, in truth, the premise here is relatively straightforward – a modern world in which a portion of the 

Roman Empire has survived as an independent state. Aurelia is really a prequel to the previous three novels. 

Anybody who loves tales of Ancient Rome and/or great contemporary thrillers will be enthralled by this 

one. And, great news, the fifth in the series, Insurrectio, hits the streets on 12th April. Link… http://

www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B00WIQL08A/? 

E.M. Powell’s The Fifth Knight: I’m a bit behind with Elaine’s work and, anyway, this looked like a series that 

was worth starting from the beginning. And I was right! The novel supposes that there was a fifth knight 

(hence the title, obviously) involved in Thomas Becket’s murder. Thoroughly enjoyed it and can’t wait to 

read the sequel (The Blood of the Fifth Knight), which came out last year, while the third one (The Lord of 

Ireland) hits the streets this week. Yes, this very week! Link… http://www.amazon.com/Fifth-Knight-Book-

ebook/dp/B00A017O0I/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8 

Lindsey Davis’s The Ides of April: Oh, where to begin? It feels like donkey’s years since I started reading Lind-

sey’s novels. Twenty books in the Falco series alone. Marcus Didius Falco, of course, is the laid-back Roman 

investigator, available to solve crimes for just about anybody – including the Emperor himself. The Ides of 

April was published in 2013, the start of a new series, involving Falco’s adopted daughter, Flavia Alba.  The 

remarkable thing about Lindsey is that this one feels as fresh and entertaining as when I first read The Silver 

Pigs (1989). Link… http://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B009EA3K0O/ref=dp-kindle-redirect?

_encoding=UTF8&btkr=1 

The latest of this series, The Graveyard of the Hesperides, is now available and Lindsey will be chatting 

about this during our Historical Fiction Night on Friday 13th May (see above). And, of course, you can also 

watch the scrap between Marina, Lizy, Alison and Elaine during the “My Era” show earlier in the same 

event. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

RANDOM COMMENTS 

Really, a good excuse to say "thanks" once again for all the support. 

Please pass on the newsletter to anybody who might be interested and/or let me have other folk's e-mail 

addresses so I can add them to the list. 

Dave McCall 

Writing historical fiction as David Ebsworth 
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PRESS RELEASE 

Formby Authors’ Book Signing in RBS Formby 

Formby authors Elisabeth and Bill Douglas pictured with RBS Man-
ager Sharan Case (centre), who had invited them to do a signing of 
their respective novels – Bella Child of the Universe and Mad 
Worlds: A Tale of Despair and Hope in 1950s England - in the bank. 
The event is the first in an initiative where Sharan intends to invite 
local participation within the bank. 

 
Formby authors Elisabeth & Bill Douglas were invited by RBS Formby Manager Sharan 

Case (centre) to hold book signings in the bank, in aid of Samaritans. 

 

“We were pleased to be asked,” write the authors.  “We’d never 
heard of a bank hosting a signing but this worked out very well. 
There was plenty of space, the bank supplied refreshments, a num-
ber of people came and discussed with us, and some bought books.  
£66.00 was raised for Samaritans of Southport & District.” 
Both novels are available via retail bookshops or Amazon Kindle. 
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PRESS RELEASE:   

Mysterious Monster Lurking Beneath the streets of Nottingham  

Scientists have long puzzled over the increasing frequency of earthquakes and tremors in the East Mid-

lands (see http://www.itv.com/news/central/story/2015-01-28/3-8-magnitude-earthquake-strikesthe-

east-midlands/).  

The seismic activity deep underground has given rise to speculation about the cause particularly in the 

City of Nottingham which is built on a honeycomb of sandstone caves.  Now a further mystery has arisen. 

During the course of development works, directly beneath Nottingham, mysterious sounds, described as 

a cross between a pack of wolf hounds and a wild boar snorting have been reported, seemingly coming 

from the depths of the Earth.  Could these unusual sounds and the increase in earthquakes be linked? 

Imagine if Nottingham has an, as yet, undiscovered, prehistoric monster living deep beneath the caves 

complex and which has adapted to live and prosper in this dark, hostile environment?  More is known 

about the surface of the moon than the Centre of the Earth and what may exist down there, so who can 

say for certain? 

Local Nottingham author Rob Hann has written many books on the existence of such a creature he calls 

‘the GrumbleGroar’ and which is described as: 

“…a huge terrifying creature, a bit like a cross between a dragon and a dinosaur that lives near 

the Centre of the Earth and spends its time circulating the Core at the 

speed of light, powering the movement of the continents above. When 

GrumbleGroar’s Clash (as happens from time-to-time) the impact is so 

massive it can be felt all the way up here on the surface as earthquakes, 

volcanic eruptions, tsunamis and similar catastrophes.” 

Rob believes the East Midlands, and the site beneath the caves, may turn 

out to be a GrumbleGroar ‘nursery’ where the mysterious creatures return 

periodically to lay eggs and check on their Young.  This may also explain the 

increase in seismic activity. 

Until now, Rob’s views have been dismissed as ‘pure fantasy’, but an undisclosed source close to the 

building works states:  

“We are beginning to think there may indeed be something down there.  We are not sure quite 

what it is, but certainly we have heard some very strange noises coming from very deep down.  We will 

continue our investigations with great care.  If we are indeed sitting on a nest of GrumbleGroars we don’t 

want to be the first to release them from their natural habitat.  That would cause panic and chaos!” 

Watch this space….. 

***ENDs*** 

For further information please contact Niall Browne. 

Email: niall.browne@galleriesofjustice.org.uk, telephone 0115 993 9810 
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Press Release: 

From The Nottingham Post of February 29th 2016 

Fictional tale puts children at heart of monumental period 

 

 

 

NOEL Harrower will be a name familiar to many Bygones readers.  He spent most of his working life as a 

Careers Officer in Nottinghamshire and won several awards for his one-act plays.  Now he has written a 

fascinating novel about five fictitious Nottinghamshire children, whose lives are torn apart by the English 

Civil War.  

Tom is a stable boy for John Hutchinson, owner of Owthorpe Manor, who later became the parlia-

mentary governor of Nottingham Castle.  He was one of the commissioners who signed of King Charles I’s 

death warrant. Tom’s sister, Meg, is a maidservant at Pierrepont Hall.  Her friend, Nick, is a trainee foot-

man who never wanted to be a soldier, while Jed takes the King’s shilling and serves in both armies but 

later regrets it.  The fifth child in the saga is Alice, who is left to help run a refuge for victims.  

The novel’s twin tales cover the period from the outset of the war, following the raising of the 

King’s Standard at Nottingham Castle in 1642 through to 1646, when King Charles surrendered to the 

Scottish army outside Newark.   

Seen through the eyes of innocent children, ‘Uncivil War’ depicts the characters’ initial excitement at the 

thought of conflict. Later, they come to hate the war through life-changing experiences and question 

whether it ever needed to have happened.  The author dedicates the book to the countless thousands of 

child soldiers across the world and through all the ages.  

He says, “Yesterday’s happenings provide insights into human nature, which we can learn from 

but sadly, lessons are seldom learnt.  Civil wars are usually the most cruel of all, splitting families and 

neighbours.  In my book, this is seen in the Pierrepont family and also in the tensions between Tom and 
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   Meg. Members of these families are seen to come together at the end.  Compassion and resistance to the 

war is shown by Elizabeth Drury and her young daughter, Alice, who learns from her example.  Meg and 

Nick show great courage when the plague hits Newark at the height of the third siege.   

Noel continued, “Although these characters are fictitious, there were real people in Nottinghamshire 

who behaved in this way.  In our own time, we hear about such happenings and hopefully, my book is rele-

vant for our time.  My aim was to replace the concept of picturesque Cavaliers and godly Roundheads with 

recognisable individuals, whom we might meet in the high street today.”  

Noel, who now lives in Devon, recalls, “When I arrived in Nottingham, my office was within a stone’s 

throw of a plaque on a wall announcing that this was the spot where King Charles I raised his standard in 

1642.  I went to the library and read Wood’s History of the Civil War In Nottinghamshire which led me to 

join an adult education course on the subject, run by Nottingham University.  My attention was caught by 

the fact that Lucy Hutchinson had written her own account of the war in which her husband had held the 

post of governor of Nottingham Castle.  I bought a copy of her book from a second-hand dealer and discov-

ered that she was a strong-minded woman, judgemental but brave and I was hooked on the subject.”  

He resolved to put the children centre stage, and as it unfolded, it became two separate tales of a 

brother and sister who leave the family farmstead to work in grand houses in Nottinghamshire.  

As a boy growing up in the Second World War, Noel loved historical adventures stories, especially ‘The Chil-

dren of the New Forest’, by Captain Marryat.  He has also written an engaging, action-packed story that 

brings history to life, in ‘Uncivil War, Twin Tales From Nottinghamshire’, which is published by Troubador at 

£8.99 
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   The Emperor and the Mouse 

 

There was a Chinese emperor 

In glorious days of Han - 

A handsome, brave and warlike chap, 

A perfect sort of man. 
 

His palaces were elegant 

And full of silk and gold; 

A thousand servants serviced them 

And did as they were told - 
 

They polished porcelain vases 

And prepared each sumptuous meal, 

For if they failed in duty then 

The emperor made them squeal. 
 

One day as he traversed his hall 

With dignity unhurried, 

A movement caught his eye – and there 

A little rodent scurried. 
 

Enraged, he raised his sword and spear 

And drew his wicked knife 

And set off to pursue the mouse 

And end its furry life. 
 

The mouse in panic fled; as swift 

The emperor gave chase - 

Out-scurried by a mouse would be 

A terrible disgrace. 
 

He chased the mouse from hall to hall 

Through courtyards and through rooms, 

Brandishing blades and bellowing 

A hundred dreadful dooms. 
 

The servants watched in awe as past 

Them all the emperor dashed, 

And furniture was overturned 

And porcelain vases smashed, 
 

And priceless silks were shredded, 

And jewels flung far and wide, 

And still the emperor and the mouse 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The empress sighed and shook her head 

And gently tore her hair 

As sounds of mass destruction rent 

The tranquil palace air. 

 

“Exactly as my mother said,” 

Observed the emperor’s spouse: 

“Chaos reigns whenever there’s 

A Han about the mouse.”  

 

 

 

Mark Henderson 
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INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY EVENT 

 

As a part of International Women's Events 2016, a Creative Writing Workshop was held at Arnold 

Library, Nottingham on Friday 11th March under the banner of "Women n Adversity". 

 

The day began with the reading of a short story by Julie Malone, entitled "Sanctuary".  As many of 

you know, Julie is the author of ‘The Winterne Series’ fantasy adventures for children of all ages, 

but her short story was, arguably, at the other end of the spectrum.  It dealt with the traumatic 

and harrowing escape of a young mother and her two children from an abusive husband and fa-

ther. Cinematically vivid, it provoked very lively discussion among the audience, who were equally 

frank in their willingness to discuss a very difficult topic. 

 

This was followed by the reading of some extracts by Maria Dziedzan from her debut novel "When 

Sorrows Come". Maria's talk focussed on the adversity her heroine experienced in Western 

Ukraine during the Second World War, the events often being unfamiliar to western readers. How-

ever, Maria was also at pains to point out the universality of Anna's problems of living under the 

yoke of a foreign power, taking a phrase from Angela Carter that all people travel with invisible 

luggage... 

 

Jules Smith who is the author of 'Sophie's Throughway' was unable to join us for the 'Women in 

Adversity' workshop so a friend and colleague, Ann Crosbie, of Metamorphosis Therapies in Ar-

nold, was fortunately able to join us in her place.  Ann is a psychotherapist who specialises in cases 

of Anxiety, Depression, Aspergers Syndrome, Autism and Stress. 

  

Ann read sections of Jules' book and explained to the group how Asbergers Syndrome can have 

devastating effects on family life.  'Sophie's Throughway' has been reviewed as a unique novel that 

explores the effect Aspergers has, not only on the individual, but on the family unit as a whole.  

This particularly moving and enlightening part of the day opened our eyes to the difficulties expe-

rienced by families who live with this condition. 

The day was both enjoyable and worthwhile, and I suspect that we all know that time spent talk-

ing about writing and practising writing are both amongst the most worthwhile activities! Thanks 

are due to Julie Malone for her hard work in organising the event as well as her own presentation. 

Thanks too to Maria Dziedzan and Ann Crosbie. And many thanks to the audience for coming 

along and joining in so enthusiastically. 

 

Maria Dziedzan 
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   NEW WRITERS UK 

Website: www.newwritersuk.co.uk 

Events: www.newwritersuk.co.uk/newsevents.html 

Blog: newwritersuknews.blogspot.com 

Facebook:  Search: New Writers UK 

Twitter: @NewWritersUK 

Friday to Sunday, 3rd to 5th June 

8.30am to 5.00pm Friday/Saturday and 8.30am to 4.00pm Sunday 
Games Expo 2016    Hall 1 NEC, Birmingham 
Sci-Fi, Fantasy and Children’s authors from New Writers UK will be attending. 

 

Saturday 18th June 

Arnold Carnival, Arnot Hill Park, Arnold, NG5 6LU     18th & 19th June 2016.  
Saturday 12.00 mid-day to 5.00pm. Sunday 10.30am to 5.00pm. 
Sunday, 19th June at 2.00pm – Launch of the 8th NWUK Creative Writing Competition for 
the Children and Young People of Nottinghamshire. 

 

Saturday and Sunday, 9th and 10th July 
‘Books in the Castle’      Newark Castle.        9.30am to 4.30pm 

 

Thursday, 14th to Saturday, 19th July 

Gedling Borough Arts Festival 
Venue: In and around the vicinity of Arnold Methodist Church, NG5 7EL 
Books, authors, artists, musicians, singers, performance artists, guest speakers, talks and 
workshops. 
Thursday, 1.00pm to 9.00pm    Friday, 10.00am to 9.00pm 
Children’s Day – Saturday, 19th July 10.00am-5.00pm 
See our Facebook page and website for more details as things progress 

 

 

 

Sunday, 4th September        11am - 5pm 

Gedling Show, Carlton 
Richard Herrod Leisure Centre, Foxhill Road, Carlton, NG4 1RL 

 

Saturday, 1st October         10.00am to 4.30pm 
New Writers UK Annual Book Festival XII 
County Hall, West Bridgford, NG2 7QP 

Children’s Authors Ian Charles Douglas and Bali Rai confirmed.   

 

 

Saturday, 23rd July,  
Jubilee Park, Burton Road, Carlton, NG4 3GP        12.00 mid-day to 4.00pm 

Updates on all events will be shown on our Facebook page and the Events page of 

our website as they progress. 


